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Studying language in connection with a person, his thinking and consciousness, 

knowledge of the reality surrounding him is one of the characteristics of modern 

linguistics. People's perceptions of the surrounding reality are formed in the form of 

concepts, which are abstract mental structures that reflect all areas of human activity. 

Verbal and iconic images of the same concepts are not exactly the same, although 

they have similar features for linguistic representations in all languages of the world. 

Differences in the objectification of the images of linguistic consciousness and iconic 

representation are primarily due to the peculiarities of national character and culture 

in different linguistic images of the world, as well as the difficulty of determining the 

difference in the meaning of verbal units. Studying the methods and options of 

objectification of different concepts helps to have a detailed idea about the existing 

similarities and differences in the existing linguistic worldviews. The concept of 

"freedom" is a complex semantic form with conceptual and figurative aspects 

included in the national framework of different cultures. The researches that 

objectified the concept of "freedom" and put forward the similarities and differences 

of this concept between different cultures, as well as the results of sociological 

surveys, made it possible to note the following features and draw the following 

conclusions. 

1. According to etymological data, the concept of "freedom" originates from the basis 

of belonging to the circle of "ours" and at the same time opposing oneself to others 

("strangers"). The concept of "Freedom" was originally associated with belonging to 

the "one's" circle, but on the other hand, it was associated with the choice of oneself 

as a person.  
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The concept of "freedom" is directly related to the concepts of "liberty" and "воля". 

However, the roots of the concept of "freedom" came from “free”, independent 

people in the slave society. The concept "воля", in turn, did not immediately acquire 

the meaning of "freedom", because initially it meant more "choice", "desire", "object 

of desire". 

2. The main meanings of the lexemes "freedom" and "свобода" correspond to each 

other. These include: 1) the ability to behave and act as desired; 2) the absence of any 

restrictions; 3) the absence of slavery and imprisonment. 

3. Along with the concept of "freedom", the concept of "liberty" is two-sided, they 

exist in the interaction of the opposition "freedom - lack of freedom". Previous 

analyzes of the paremiological fund of the two languages under study, on the one 

hand, show the value of freedom for any person, and on the other hand, confirm the 

need to limit human freedom due to existing moral standards. Russian and American 

linguocognitive images of the world recognize the existence of the following 

restrictions on freedom: laws of nature, administrative forces, material problems. 

However, representatives of Russian culture tend to submit to fate, and they see 

freedom as a gift from the Creator. Representatives of American culture, unlike 

Russians, believe that they should decide their own fate, fight for their freedom and 

rights. This difference is related to the historical development of countries and the 

mentality of cultures. While serfdom was preserved in Russia for a long time, 

America was created in connection with the discovery of the "New World" by active 

people seeking freedom. 

4. Another characteristic of the concept of "freedom" among English-speaking youth 

is the beginning of adulthood, the beginning of an independent life away from 

parents, as well as as a member of society with certain rights and freedoms. 

Undoubtedly, such characteristics are associated with the individuality inherent in 

this culture. 

5. In Russian culture, the concept of "свобода" is also understood in the meanings of 

"rest", "free time", "absence of duties". This relationship also means that the concept 

of "freedom" is associated with the concept of "happiness" in the minds of 

representatives of Russian culture. 

6. The most characteristic aspect of American culture is the connection of the concept 

of "freedom" with rights and democratic values, state independence. This connection 

is explained by the fact that the role of democracy in the American state and society 

is much more important than in Russia. 

7. The figurative side of the concept of "freedom" is manifested as dynamic (wind, 

bird, train, car, sail, pilot, running, etc.) and static images (beach at sunrise, plain, 

nature, steppe, etc.). In English culture, the concept of "freedom" is characterized by 

dynamic images, and in Russian culture, the image of "freedom" can be both dynamic 

and static. 
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Therefore, the lexemes "свобода" and "freedom" have similar root meanings: 1) the 

ability to behave and act as you wish; 2) the absence of any restrictions; 3) the 

absence of slavery and imprisonment. However, there are significant differences in 

their objectification: 1) representatives of the Russian linguistic culture accept 

freedom as a gift from the Creator, while representatives of the American linguistic 

world view view freedom as a blessing achieved as a result of struggle; 2) cognitive 

concepts arising from the concept of "freedom" for Russians - "rest", "happiness"; for 

Americans - "retirement opportunity", "independent life", "state independence"; 3) 

the concept of "freedom" for representatives of American culture is represented by 

dynamic images; and for representatives of Russian culture, they are dynamic and 

static images. 

Similarities and differences in the symbolic images of the concept of "freedom" were 

studied on the basis of materials of graphic images selected from modern Internet 

search systems. The visual images created as a result of the search are independent 

of the influence of language and can provide information about the content in the 

mind of the receiver of the concept. 

In 33 of the first 50 graphic images shown as a definition for the concept of "свобода" 

in the Russian search "Yandex" and "freedom" in the American search "Yahoo"; 10 

have shackles, chains, cages; 4 birds flying in the sky; 2 have a butterfly flying in the 

sky; one of them shows the rise of the sea current. 

When searching for images of the concept of "freedom", the most common image was 

the image of a person opening his hands to the sky. Perhaps this is a linguocognitive 

expression of the concept of "freedom". The results of a search for the concept of 

"freedom" using the Internet search "YAHOO" revealed the following: 22 of the 50 

images found are of a person's arms open to the sky; 10 is a bird soaring towards the 

sky; 8 is heaven; 5 are chains, cells; 3 are the US national flag; 2 are bald eagles. 
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