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The types of digital resources. 

Teachers and instructional leaders can find 
countless digital education resources online 
that fit any subject or grade level. Many 
resources are free to use, although schools may 
decide to purchase essential resources like 
digital textbooks. Here are several types of 
digital learning resources thаt teachers can add 
to lesson plans.     

➢ Simulations and interactive models can 

deepen learning and are especially 

helpful in math and science. 

➢ Graphics such as public-domain 

images (illustrations and photographs), 

charts and graphs can help learners 

better comprehend concepts. 

➢ Videos and animations from websites 

like YouTube help explain topics. 

YouTube can be safe for learners when 

school districts use a tool like Hāpara’s 

Web Filter. 

➢ Digital textbooks can be used anywhere 

across devices and are more quickly 

updated than traditional textbooks.  

➢ Online assessments, including formative 

and summative assessments, give 

teachers and administrators instant 

data. Plus, they are interactive and 

engaging for learners.  

➢ Podcasts and audio, such as music, boost 

participation and reach students with 

different learning styles. 

➢ Online educational games make learning 

concepts fun for students. 

➢ Literature and online news articles are 

examples of digital learning materials 

that are quick to access and share. 

➢ Primary source documents that have 

been digitized help teachers supplement 

curriculum without needing physical 

copies. 
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➢ Interactive maps give students a hands-

on digital experience. 

➢ Tools like graphing calculators help 

students learn math without needing to 

purchase a physical calculator. 

➢ Full online courses can provide review 

or enrichment and give students the 

chance to work on their own learning 

goals. 

What makes online resources beneficial to 

instruction? 

Online resources benefit instruction because 

they are relevant to learners’ lives and the way 

they interact with the world. Virtual resources 

open up the world beyond what teachers can 

show students in the physical classroom. They 

pique students’ curiosity and strengthen critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills through 

inquiry-based learning. Students can also use 

digital resources to create and produce work.  

Digital education  

While most teachers use Google to search for 

materials, not every teacher has a deep 

understanding of how to use online resources 

effectively. Technology leaders need to be 

available to answer questions and guide them, 

and teachers need time to work with their peers 

and discuss resources. School districts should 

also provide training and professional 

development opportunities. One way to do that 

is by choosing a program that offers 

asynchronous training like the Hāpara 

Champion program.  

Another way to help teachers effectively use 

resources is with the help of instructional leads. 

The leads can gather a collection of high-quality 

digital resources to give their team a place to 

start. Teachers can then select the resources 

they want to use and suggest materials to add to 

the collection. 

Create digital teaching resources 

There are many digital education resources 

online that teachers can use to increase 

learning. While educators can start from 

scratch, there are plenty across the internet to 

use in any subject. There are steps to take, 

though, to ensure that the resources are the 

right fit for the curriculum.  

The first step is to identify digital resources that 

teachers can add to their lesson plans. They 

should note whether the resources are free to 

use or have fees involved. Also, if they plan to 

make edits, they need to look at licenses to see if 

they’re allowed to modify resources. 

Additionally, they should consider whether or 

not the learning resources are equitable. Will all 

learners be able to use them on their devices, in 

school or at home? 

There are 4 main digital resourse. 

 
1. Vet digital resources- is to continue to vet 

the digital resources. Educators should ask the 

following questions:  

➢ Is the information accurate?  
➢ Does the information come from reliable 

sources?  
➢ Are the digital learning resources high-

quality? 
2. Align digital resources- is to check whether 

or not the resources are appropriate for the 

grade level and for learners’ reading levels. 

Then determine if they meet the goals of the unit 

and lesson objective. Next, educators should 

align the content to standards and consider 

modifications for special needs students. They 

may also want to take into account different 

learning styles and align resources that way. 

3. Collaborate on digital resoursce 

Educators don’t have to work alone to gather 

online resources. Collaborating as a team makes 

the identifying, vetting and aligning steps more 

efficient. School leaders should consider 

scheduling time for teams to meet and work on 

curating digital resources. Once teams have 

collections, they can re-use them year after year 

and add to them when needed. 

4. Organize digital resources 

Once resources are ready, an instructional 

leader, teacher or team should organize them. 
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Resources should be organized by subject, grade 

level, unit, lesson, project, assessment, review, 

extended learning or reading level. Hāpara 

Workspace streamlines the organization 

process for educators and even gives school 

districts the option to add to private libraries. 

Plus, Workspace has thousands of digital 

learning resources available from around the 

world. 

Digital resources helpful in individual cases 

While teachers may share digital education 

resources with the entire class, resources can 

also help individual learners. Here are strategies 

for ensuring online resources are effective for 

each learner.  

Personalize learning 

Tailoring instruction to students’ abilities and 

needs is one of the best ways to create a deeper 

learning experience. Educators can use digital 

resources to individualize and differentiate 

instruction to reach each student. Teachers and 

teams can do this by curating collections of 

resources for different learning levels and 

sharing links in the moment.   

Gather data and feedback 

The best way to understand which digital 

resources individual learners need is by 

gathering data and feedback. Online 

assessments help teachers collect data quickly 

and spot where learners are struggling or 

excelling. From there, teachers can share 

resources to re-teach concepts or differentiate 

instruction for gifted learners. By gathering data 

consistently, teachers can guarantee that each 

learner is getting the instruction they need.  

Empower learners 

Another way to effectively use digital resources 

is to empower students to take control of their 

own learning. Students can explore a teacher’s 

selection of resources or search for resources 

themselves. Self-directed learning at a student’s 

own pace makes education more meaningful. 

Teachers can also offer different pathways for 

learning with resources along the way. Then 

students can choose which pathway they’d like 

to take.  

 

Conclusions And Suggestions 
Learners can also set goals for themselves and 
dig deeper into concepts or explore other topics. 
One way to encourage this is by teaching them 
how to find appropriate digital resources. 
Language arts teachers can create lessons on 
this topic, but teachers in any subject should 
reinforce these skills. With digital literacy skills, 
learners can use online materials responsibly 
and find appropriate content.   
It’s also important to set expectations by making 
sure instructions are clear for using digital 
learning materials. One way to do that is by 
incorporating digital citizenship into lessons. 
Teachers should also communicate in multiple 
ways any instructions related to resources, 
especially if students are transitioning between 
the classroom and remote learning. Instructions 
should be verbalized and posted online so that 
learners are clear on what to do. 
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